
MERI SQUARES NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 11, 2021 

 

Hello members! 

It was so wonderful to see some 30 Meri Squares members at the picnic/social gathering at Britannia 

Beach on August 28. The weatherman cooperated and gave us a window between showers. People 

brought chairs and snacks and it was great to catch up, in person, after 17 long months. Some people had 

already braved limited travel, others were planning trips, still others are still leery about venturing too far 

from home. We certainly all have our own comfort levels with the current state of the pandemic. As a 

Club, we will respect where each person is on the continuum to the return to “normal”. I encourage 

everyone to go to the Meri Squares Facebook page (you do not have to be a Facebook member) and see 

the wonderful pictures taken by Michelle Gravelle and others that day. 

https://www.facebook.com/MeriSquares 

Rules when we return to dancing 

I have posted a new Message from the President on the Meri Squares website 

(http://merisquares.ca/message-from-the-president.html). Please take a look. It sets out the rules that will 

be in place when we return to dancing. Those rules are: 

1. Everyone in attendance MUST be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. That means two doses and 

being 14 days after the second dose. 

2. Everyone in attendance MUST provide proof of full vaccination (paper receipt received after 

second dose, electronic receipt of second dose or other government-provided proof of 

vaccination). 

3. Everyone must sanitize their hands upon entry to the hall. Everyone is strongly encouraged to 

sanitize or wash their hands between tips. 

4. If you are feeling unwell, in any way – Please STAY HOME 

5. Masks must be worn when social distancing is not possible. This means that dancers must wear 

masks during tips but can remove them during breaks if they social distance from other persons. 

In the event that Public Health rules change, this rule may change. 

6. Everyone in attendance will be asked to sign an acknowledgement of risk. This is not a waiver 

but will be a short document stating that you are aware that close interaction with others carries 

the potential risk of acquiring COVID-19 or other communicable diseases. Even persons who are 

double vaccinated can contact COVID-19. 

The wearing of masks while dancing is NOT something most members wanted to do. But as the 

pandemic drags on and dancing is not possible without a mask, we are hoping that enough members will 

change their minds and give it a try. John and Wendy would keep tips short and slow. Of course, that will 

be necessary anyway since many of us will be simply trying to remember what in heavens name the calls 

actually are! One other minor point, there will be no group refreshments initially so members will have to 

bring their own beverages and snacks. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MeriSquares


A trial run?????? 

The Executive is looking into renting the church hall for one evening and having a TRIAL dance evening 

with masks. Depending on how that might go and how many attend, we might be able to start back 

dancing on a regular basis with that condition. Of course, we must always respect Public Health 

guidelines/rules regardless of how eager we are to get back on the dance floor. Any change in those rules 

would change our ability to dance even with masks. 

Please stay tuned to emails to see if this trial dance becomes a reality. 

Dancing outdoors 

At the social gathering, several people asked about dancing outdoors while the weather is still good. To 

do this, we need a flat, hard surface large enough to accommodate up to 5 squares, power for the sound 

system and a washroom. City and NCC facilities are not currently available for rent. If anyone knows of a 

location that meets these requirements, please contact Lamar. 

I hope everyone enjoys the remaining days of sunshine and warmth as the leaves change and herald the 

coming of real fall weather. 

Take care, stay healthy and stay in touch. 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

613-221-9188 

Lamarmason4@gmail.com 


